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Introduction to the Bambi Bucket

Since its introduction to the marketplace in 1983, the Bambi Bucket has become the preferred means of helicopter
fire fighting by over 600 companies and agencies worldwide. The industrial fabrics used in the construction of the
Bambi Bucket are designed specifically for the Bambi Bucket and meet substantial safety factors to provide the
operator with a quality product that is designed to last.

This manual is intended to provide the user with information that will allow for the proper repair
assessment evaluation of the Bambi Bucket. The repair assessment process is mostly identical for all sizes of the
Bambi Buckets, with exceptions noted for minor bucket design variations between the models. In these cases
subsections describing the different types of damage will be presented. Diagrams, photos and part descriptions are
provided as an aid for quick identification and evaluation of parts and components on the Bambi Bucket.

This manual contains specific guidelines for the assessment of the operational condition of Bambi Buckets. At the
end of each section of the Repair Assessment Manual is a guide that sorts the component defects into one of four
categories, Safety, Operational, Monitor, and OKAY. Use the guideline definitions below to determine how
urgently a repair should be carried out:

Attached as a supplement is the repair assessment process and guidelines for the Bambi Bucket fitted with the
PowerFill II shallow water pumping system. The following guidelines are also to be used to sort the component
defects into categories and determine the urgency of repairs.

Category 1: Safety
All defects in this category must be repaired immediately before further operation of the Bambi Bucket. Ignoring
defects in this category could result in personal injury or damage to equipment. These defects can compromise the
following functions of the Bambi Bucket:

1. Structural integrity
2. Flight stability
3. Water release
4. Flight Safety

Category 2: Operational
All defects in this category should be repaired before the next operational day, or approximately 8 hours of
flight time. The defects do not compromise the safety of the bucket, but may lead to Category 1 defects if
not addressed within a short time frame.

Category 3: Monitor
Many defects such as wear, abrasion and minor impact damage do not need urgent attention. Defects of
this nature should be monitored daily and repaired before the progress to Category 2 defect.

Category 4: OKAY
The Bambi Bucket does not need repairs.
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 SECTION A.: PARTS - SHELL AND VALVE MODELS 6072-1821

Parts Diagram
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Diagram # Description

1 Ballast Plates
2 Dump Valve
3 Cinch Strap
4 IDS Hub
5 IDS Spokes
6 Purse Line Set
7 Side Battens
8 Bambi Bucket Shell

Diagram # Description

9 Riser Ring
10 IDS Brackets
11 Top Webbing
12 Bottom Webbing Loops
13 Bottom Chain
14 Hub Restrainer Bracket
15 Cinch Strap Loop
16 Bottom Webbing

Figure 1






